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Director of Finance

SUBJECT: Checks Written in Hawaiian

Recently, we received an inquiry from the Ombudsman’s Office concerning the State
Treasury’s position on the acceptance of checks written in Hawaiian. It appears that a
State agency refused to accept a check written in Hawaiian.

We have been informed by the Attorney General’s Office that pursuant to Section 1-13,
Hawaii Revised Statutes, English and Hawaiian are the official languages of the State of
Hawaii. Accordingly, the State is obligated to accept checks written in Hawaiian in
payment of an obligation to the State.

We wish to emphasize that a check written in Hawaiian must still bear an identifiable
payee, a proper date, a numeric dollar amount and the maker’s proper signature.
Attached for your information and use is a translation table that translates checks
written in Hawaiian to English.

Should you have further questions concerning this matter, please contact
Mr. Stanley K. Tanaka, Funds Custody Manager, Financial Administration Division, at

586-3119.

Attachunent

All Dept. Heads-Checks Written
in Hawaiian

No. 1 Capitol District Building, 250 S. Hotel Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 86813



Writing Checks in Hawaiian

[,0001 ho ckahi kaukani 100{ ho"okahi haneil I[ho'okahi 50| kanalima
2,000 elua kaukani 200{ elua hanelt 2] clua 51| kanalimakiim3kahi
3,000] ekolu kaukani 300{ ekolu hanell 3] ekolu 5 2] kanalimakiimaiua
4,000] enha kaukant 400{ eha hanell 4 end 53 kanalimakimikolu
5,000] "elima kaukant 500] ‘elima haneli 3] elima 54! lanalimalkiimahi
3,000 "eono kaukan: 600] eono hanell 6| eono 55| kanalimakiimalima
7,000 "ehiku kaukant 700} "ehiku haneli 7T ehiku 36} kanalimakiimiono |
8,000] ‘ewalu kaukani 800 ewalu hanell 8 ewalu 57| kanalimakiimahika
9,000[ etwa kaukani 900] eiwa hanell 9] etwa 581 kanalimaldimawalu”
10,000 umi kaukani 10 umi : 59 kanalimakimXiwa
11,000 umikfimakahi kaukant 1T umiktimakahi I 60| kanaone
20,000 iwakalua Kaukani 12| umikimaiua | 61| kanaonoklmakzhi
{00,000] ho'okahi haneli kaukan: 13 "umikiimikolu 02| kanzonoklimalua
14] umik@imihi 63| kanaonokiimikolu
: 15 umik@mailima 64| lanaonokiimaha
B ) 16 umikiim3ono 63| kanzonokiimalima
1 17 umik@mahiku 66} kansonokiimiono
! 18| umikGmiwalu 67| kanaonokimahiku
19 umuiklmaiwa 63| kanaonokimiwalu
20| iwakelua 69| kanzonokiimiiwa
21| twaldluakilmikahi 70 kanahiku
23] wakdluakimalua 7 1] kanahikukfimakaht
23| rwakaluakdmakolu 7 2{ kanahikukiimalua
24| wakiluakimaha 73| kanahikulkiimakolu
25| wakiluakUmailima 74 kanahtkuklimahi
26| iwakiluakiimiono 75| kanahikukimalima
27| iwakaluakiimihiku 75| kanahiloikimiono
23 wakaluakimawalu /7| kanahikukiimzhiku
29| wakaluakiimaiwa 78| kanahikukGmawalu
30f kanakolu 79 kanahskukiimiiwa
3 1] kanakolukfimakahi 80 kanawalu
32! kanakolukdmilua 81/ kanawaluktimakahi
3 3{ kanakolukiimikolu 82] kanawalukimilua
34| kanakolukiimahi 33 kanawalukiimakolu
- [Jan. [anuzli 35{ kanakolukiimilima 84| kanawaluklim3hi
Feb. Pepeluall 36/ kanakolukiimiono 85| kanawalukimilima
March [ Malaka 37| kanakolukim3ihtlaz 86| kanawalukiimiono
April Apelila 3 8 kanakolukiimawalu 87| kanawaluklimahiku
May Met 39| kanakolukimaiwa 88 lanawalukiimawaht
June [une 40| kanahd 89t kanawaluklimdiwa
July Tulai 41 kanahakiimakahi 90} kanarwa
August | Aulake 42| kanahakiimilua 91} kanaiwakiimakah:
Jept, Kepakemapa 43| kanahakiimakolu 32[k [tmalua
Oct. "Okakopa 44| kanahikimahi 93| kanaiwakiimakolu
Nov. Nowemapa 45 kanahikimalima 94| kamaiwalkimiEX
Dec. Kekemapa 46| kanahakiimlono 93| kanarwakiimilima
47 kanahakfimahiku 95| kanaiwakiimiono
4 8| kanahildimiwalu 97 kanarwakimahtlou
49 kanahikiimiiwa 98| kanaiwakilmawalu
99 kanatwakiimaiwa
Examples: Definitions:
$8.29 = 'Ewalua me 29/100 kala kaukani = thousand
$38.29 = Kanakolukiimawalu a me 29/100 kala haneli/hansle = hundeeds
$138.29 = Hg'ckahi baneli kapakolukfimawaly a me 29/10Q kala kioma/kumama = connects ones to tens
$1,138.29 = Ho'okahi kaukani ho'okahi hancli kanakeluk8mawalu 3 me 29/100 kala ame = and
lala = dollar
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